
BELLADONNA
R A C I N G

THE RETURN OF OUR Queen
L L C NO.5 – VOL.5

MAY 2025

PAGE 1

VAHVA enjoyed her Florida winter vacation following the Breeders’ Cup and has been 
working steadily throughout the spring to get back to the races. With several top-notch 
drills at Keeneland, including a pair of bullet works, she appears ready to defend her title 
in the $1M Derby City Distaff (G1) on May 3rd.

      VAHVA SET TO DEFEND
    HER DERBY CITY DISTAFF TITLE

VAHVA

2024 DERBY CITY DISTAFF 
WINNER WITH CAREER

EARNINGS OF $1,802,810
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She has been a model of consistency from ages 2-to-4: break-
ing her maiden at Churchill Downs as a juvenile, getting her 
first stakes win in the rich Charles Town Oaks (G3) at three, and 
winning a pair of graded stakes at Churchill last spring. The 
Derby City-G1 was her breakthrough at the top level, and by 
the year’s end, Vahva had amassed a stellar record of 4-1-1-1 in 
Grade 1 events, all in 2024. 

And while her race-record has been something to behold, 
her pedigree keeps getting better as well. Vahva is currently 
the third-leading distaff earner for her sire, Gun Runner, with 
$1,802,810, and ranks seventh on her sire’s full list of offspring 
by earnings. She is one of 10 Grade 1 winners by the magical 
son of Candy Ride (Arg)-Quiet Giant, by Giant’s Causeway. 

Her dam, stakes-winning Holiday Soiree, by Harlan’s 
Holiday, earned Grade 1 blacktype when third in the 
Humana Distaff (G1) at Churchill. Recently, the page 
got a big boost when our own AHAVAH (3YO F, City 
of Light) finished a gallant second to the KY Oaks (G1) 
favorite Good Cheer in the $400,000 Fair Grounds Oaks 
(G2), in just her second career start. Ahavah became 
their dam’s third stakes horse with this effort, as they 
have a half-sister named Signal From Noise (6YO M by 
Arrogate) who added a Grade 2-placing last fall.

Cherie had this to say about our 5-year-old star: “She 
looks great; her coat looks wonderful - dappled, shiny. 
She’s been training very well, so plenty of works under 
her belt to make her debut in this spot and it’s well 
within her wheelhouse to win it. And it’s on the track 
she likes, so we got that in our favor.” Irad Ortiz Jr. will 
retain the mount.

“VAHVA is coming 
into this race very 
well...I have let her 
gallop out strong in 
each of her works 
and Sunday’s was 

beautiful.”
– CHERIE

RECENT WORK

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-d2jhHh5wsc___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjUyODQ6OGYwYTAwNzQ2NmE2ODcwMGNjNTc5YjJmMGVmY2RmNWRmMmU0ZDcwN2NkMTllN2ZmZDNlMjhkMTU2MTQ2ZWI3MjpwOlQ6Tg
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The Kentucky Derby, often called 
‘The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports®,’ 

has a storied history dating back to 1875. 
Held annually on the first Saturday in May at 

Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky, 
the race is the oldest continuously running 

sports event in the United States. 

Post time Saturday: 6:57 p.m. ET

Post time Friday: 5:51 p.m. ET
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WORLD-CLASS RACING
RETURNS IN LEXINGTONOn a showery closing day of the Keeneland Spring Meet, 

WILL TO PREPARE made his career debut a winning one in 
exciting fashion over the sloppy main track. 

Breaking well from the gate, Jose Ortiz let WILL TO PRE-
PARE settle midway down the backstretch. Setting up 
outside of two other horses, they began to move at the 
½-mile pole in tandem with another horse. WILL TO PRE-
PARE made a big move seven-wide down the stretch, was 
caught by another horse and then dove forward when 
challenged. His extra effort in the closing strides earned 
him a ¾-length win in what was considered a very talent-
ed field of maidens.
 
Cherie commented, “WILL TO PREPARE was ready to run; 
this race came up in the book and we entered him. I was 
fully expecting him to need a race to be fully cranked, but 
he ran very well and was game down the stretch. That 

was a pretty salty group of maidens he beat. I had some 
questions with his pedigree and how he works, if he was a 
turf horse, but for now, we will keep him on the dirt. You 
never know when you run in the mud, if they like the mud 
or don’t, but WILL TO PREPARE sure did. I’m proud of the 
horse and this will give us a race to build on.”
 
Ortiz added, “That colt ran super. He never gave up and 
when he was headed by the other horse, he kicked back 
in and would not let them pass him. I liked him a lot. We 
will see how he does next time with a little more distance 
and hopefully a dry track.”
 
   RACE RECORD: 1-1-0-0 $65,643

Will to Prepare was Well Prepared for Debut

RACE REPLAY

     

COADY MEDIA

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/202504251540KED7/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjZjM2E6MDgzY2E5MDVjZWFiNGZmYTk3YTU1MTBkZTVhMmM4ODZiMzZiMGVmYWUxNWIyZTc1NTJmZjEyMmYxZjYxOTkxYTpwOlQ6Tg
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Cherie and her team welcomed in seven of our two-year-olds to 
Keeneland in early April. The busy racetrack routine differs from 
their early training at the peaceful Eisaman Equine facility in Florida, 
but they were very well prepared by Dr. Barry Eisaman and his staff.

               Check out the video here of the ’23 Daisy and ’23 Allusion        
               colts working a quarter-mile. They both galloped out well 
               and are ready to step up to three-eighths next workout.

Two-Year-Olds
Learning
the Ropes
on the Track

Even more impressive were the
’23 Surf Siren and ’23 Bajan Girl    
fillies, as they went in tandem 
in a snappy :24 for a quarter-mile. 

 Watch the video here as they caught   
 another working pair and passed 
 them like professionals.

Our next group of two-year-olds will 
ship in from Florida after the Derby.

2025 Kentucky Derby Fun Fact
TWO Triple Crown winners have runners in the Kentucky Derby:

AMERICAN PHAROAH (2015 TC) has two sons, Luxor Café and Publisher,
while JUSTIFY (2018 TC) has American Promise representing

them in the 151st running of the Derby.

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3b2PmzS4qc___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjEyNDg6ZjFiMzU1MzYzMGI2YjIzMzU5ZWExNzNiMGZlNzI1ZWEyMDJlYWE3ZjJiNDRiYWI0ZWYyYTYwMDRjMzBkOWZjODpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_aeoOM0Wvk___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjJkNTQ6YTM5YzUzZTU5NGVjNTQwM2JlYjBkZTAyYjI0ZDhmNmI4NGNiMDY0YjhkYjE4MTY4MzgzZjBjMjkxMDM5YjZlNTpwOlQ6Tg
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u  CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY

ANSWER FROM PAGE 7

Q: The Kentucky Derby has not always had
large 20-horse fields. Take a guess how many
horses ran in the smallest fields (two years).

Trivia Question 
u  CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY

It is an all-source site for entries, results, updates, 
stats, current news, archived newsletters, and photos. 

We encourage feedback so that we can provide 
the information you desire, so please let us know what 

you think of the overall content.

CLICK HERE TO
VISIT OUR SITE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE BELLADONNATB.COM

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/284112/favored-journalism-draws-post-8-for-kentucky-derby___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OmNkM2Q6MWVlNTUwOTI1ZmRkOTk4OGJiYjM1YzMzNzhjYTMwMGIzYWQwODE3ZTM4MDYwNTY5YjM0NTQwODQyN2VmMjk3ZTpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/284111/favored-good-cheer-draws-post-11-for-kentucky-oaks___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjhiMmM6NDk2YTgzYmFiMzQzY2JlYTI5ZDc3MWE0MDAwZjNiNGRkZWYwODMxMzYxOGE0ZGZmM2RmNzUzNGYwYTBjNDFjYjpwOlQ6Tg
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://belladonnatb.com/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmE6bzpkM2VjZjQ2NjNiYTAzNTUzMzQyOGIzOGJiYTc0Y2Y0NDo2OjRhYzM6OTRkZjBhMTIzNTJmYzkyODc1MjRmYTkyMzg4YWEwNmYzYjU5NGU4YjEyZDRlMDU3MjA1NWE0NWYwODI3NTQzOTpwOlQ6Tg
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A: There were only three horses in the 1892 and 1905 Kentucky Derbies, tying for the smallest fields of the historic event.

 ‘23 Bajan Girl 

‘23 Daisy

‘23  Surf Siren

Will to Prepare

'23 She’s My Gem

Ambitiously (#1)
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Depiction

two-year-old fillies

Vivo Stavolta

Seaport Lane
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States’ Rights

Retribution

 ‘23 Allusion outside
of ‘23 Daisy

Retribution

Vivo Stavolta Will to Prepare




