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THE RETURN OF OUR 0

VAHVA SET TO DEFEND
HER DERBY GITY DISTAFF TITLE 8

VAHVA enjoyed her Florida winter vacation following the Breeders’ Cup and has been
working steadily throughout the spring to get back to the races. With several top-notch 4
drills at Keeneland, including a pair of bullet works, she appears ready to defend her title &
in the $1M Derby City Distaff (G1) on May 3rd.
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THE RETURN OF OUR 0 (CONT)

- She has been a model of consistency from ages 2-to-4: break-
ing her maiden at Churchill Downs as a juvenile, getting her
first stakes win in the rich Charles Town Oaks (G3) at three, and
winning a pair of graded stakes at Churchill last spring. The
- Derby City-G1 was her breakthrough at the top level, and by
: . the year's end, Vahva had amassed a stellar record of 4-1-1-1in
i\ N Grade 1 events, all in 2024.

And while her race-record has been something to behold,
her pedigree keeps getting better as well. Vahva is currently
the third-leading distaff earner for her sire, Gun Runner, with
$1,802,810, and ranks seventh on her sire’s full list of offspring
by earnings. She is one of 10 Grade 1 winners by the magical
son of Candy Ride (Arg)-Quiet Giant, by Giant's Causeway.

Her dam, stakes-winning Holiday Soiree, by Harlan’s
Holiday, earned Grade 1 blacktype when third in the
Humana Distaff (G1) at Churchill. Recently, the page
got a big boost when our own AHAVAH (3YO F, City
of Light) finished a gallant second to the KY Oaks (G1)
favorite Good Cheer in the $400,000 Fair Grounds Oaks
(G2), in just her second career start. Ahavah became
their dam’s third stakes horse with this effort, as they
have a half-sister named Signal From Noise (6YO M by
Arrogate) who added a Grade 2-placing last fall.

Cherie had this to say about our 5-year-old star: “She
looks great; her coat looks wonderful - dappled, shiny.
She’s been training very well, so plenty of works under
her belt to make her debut in this spot and it's well
within her wheelhouse to win it. And it's on the track
she likes, so we got that in our favor.” Irad Ortiz Jr. will
retain the mount.
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ODDS ARE IN THE FAVOR OF

The Kentucky Derby, often called
“The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports®,’
has a storied history dating back to 1875.
-~ Held annually on the first Saturday in May at
Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentuckys,
the race is the oldest continuously running
sports event in the United States.
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Will to Prepare w46~ Well Prepared for Debut

On a showery closing day of the Keeneland Spring Meet,
WILL TO PREPARE made his career debut a winning one in
exciting fashion over the sloppy main track.

Breaking well from the gate, Jose Ortiz let WILL TO PRE-
PARE settle midway down the backstretch. Setting up
outside of two other horses, they began to move at the
Y2-mile pole in tandem with another horse. WILL TO PRE-
PARE made a big move seven-wide down the stretch, was
caught by another horse and then dove forward when
challenged. His extra effort in the closing strides earned
him a 34-length win in what was considered a very talent-
ed field of maidens.

Cherie commented, “WILL TO PREPARE was ready to run;
this race came up in the book and we entered him. | was
fully expecting him to need a race to be fully cranked, but
he ran very well and was game down the stretch. That

was a pretty salty group of maidens he beat. | had some
questions with his pedigree and how he works, if he was a
turf horse, but for now, we will keep him on the dirt. You
never know when you run in the mud, if they like the mud
or don't, but WILL TO PREPARE sure did. I'm proud of the
horse and this will give us a race to build on.”

Ortiz added, “That colt ran super. He never gave up and
when he was headed by the other horse, he kicked back
in and would not let them pass him. | liked him a lot. We
will see how he does next time with a little more distance
and hopefully a dry track.”

RACE RECORD: 1-1-0-0 $65,643
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9025 Kentucky @e/ﬂéy Fury Fact

TWO Triple Crown winners have runners in the Kentucky Derby:
AMERICAN PHAROAH (2015 TC) has two sons, Luxor Café and Publisher,
while JUSTIFY (2018 TC) has American Promise representing
them in the 151st running of the Derby. s gl
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= 2 Cherie and her team welcomed in seven of our two-year-olds to
Two Year O I ds Keeneland in early April. The busy racetrack routine differs from
Lea rn l ng their early training at the peaceful Eisaman Equine facility in Florida,

but they were very well prepared by Dr. Barry Eisaman and his staff.

the Ropes
on the Track

Check out the video here of the ‘23 Daisy and ‘23 Allusion
colts working a quarter-mile. They both galloped out well
and are ready to step up to three-eighths next workout.

IJ
Even more impressive were the
'23 Surf Siren and ‘23 Bajan Girl

fillies, as they went in tandem
in a snappy :24 for a quarter-mile.

Watch the video here as they caught
another working pair and passed

them like professionals.
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Good Cheer is the morning-line favorite for the Kentucky Oaks

Journalism trains at Churchill Downs Linda Doane

Linda Doane

Favored Good Cheer Draws

Favored Journalism Draws Post 11 for Kentucky Oaks

Post 8 for Kentucky Derby

entucky Oaks (G1) morning-line favorite Good

he connections of Santa Anita Derby (G1) winner " . Cheer @ will begin her journey from post 11
T Journalism @ expressed relief after the when the undefeated daughter of Medaglia d'Oro @
anticipated Kentucky Derby (G1) favorite drew post 8 for faces an expected 13 other 3-year-old fillies in the 1 1/8-
the $5 million classic May 3 at Churchill Downs. mile test May 2 at Churchill Downs.
4 CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY 4 CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE BELLADONNATB.COM

It is an all-source site for entries, results, updates,
stats, current news, archived newsletters, and photos.
We encourage feedback so that we can provide

the information you desire, so please let us know what
you think of the overall content.
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ANSWER FROM PAGE 7

CLICK HERE TO
VISIT OUR SITE
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A: There were only three horses in the 1892 and 1905 Kentucky Derbies, tying for the smallest fields of the historic event.
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