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Renegade (Into Mis-
chief), a spectacular, 
come-from-behind win-
ner for Hall of Fame 
trainer Todd Pletcher in 
the GI Arkansas Derby, 
was tabbed as the 4-1 
morning-line favorite 
despite drawing the rail 
in a field of 20 set for 
next Saturday’s GI Ken-
tucky Derby at Churchill 
Downs. Irad Ortiz, Jr. 
rides.

Renegade, a $975,000 
Keeneland September 
yearling purchase, is campaigned in partnership by
Repole Stable and breeders Robert and Lawana Low. 
Pletcher has won the Kentucky Derby twice with Super 
Saver (2010) and Always Dreaming (2017).

The last horse to win the 
Kentucky Derby from 
post one was Ferdinand 
in 1986.

“I wouldn’t trade plac-
es with anyone heading 
into this Kentucky Der-
by,” Mike Repole post-
ed on X. “I’ll take Todd 
Pletcher, Irad Ortiz Jr., 
and the best horse in the 
race Renegade from the 
1 post every time. Is it 
ideal??? No. But I’ll take 
the 1 post over 15-20 
post all day with Rene-

gade’s closing style and explosive late kick.”

Repole added, “If Renegade is who we think he is, the 1 
post won’t matter. No excuses.”

RENEGADE DRAWS RAIL, FAVORED
AT 4-1 FOR KENTUCKY DERBY 152BY STEVE SHERACK - TDN

POST TIME: 6:57 P.M. ET

CROMWELL 
ENTERED IN
RACE 1 ON

DERBY
DAY

u  CLICK FOR FULL TDN STORY

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/renegade-draws-rail-favored-at-4-1-for-kentucky-derby/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6YmMyODo4MTMzYjRmN2MwZDU2MWM5ODhkYTNjN2JiY2JiMzM0MTIwZmNiNmY2YjkzNjA0OWY3MDQzOWIzODU2ZTFjMzdhOnA6VDpO
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The $1.5 million Kentucky Oaks 
(G1) field is set, led by Repole Sta-
ble’s Zany . She has been slated as 
the 4-1 morning-line favorite in the 
1 1/8-mile race for 3-year-old fillies, 
and will break from post position 
2 May 1 at Churchill Downs. 

Zany is trained by Todd Pletcher, 
who is looking for a fifth win 
in the event to tie D. Wayne 
Lukas and Woody Stephens for the 
most victories in the Oaks. The daughter of American 
Pharoah  is entered off a second-place finish in the Ash-
land Stakes (G1), where she finished behind trainer Ben 
Colebrook’s Percy’s Bar  who, at odds of 6-1, will begin 
her journey from post 11.

The Brad Cox trainee Prom Queen  
will break from stall 10. Owned and 
bred by Gary and Mary West, the 
3-year-old daughter of Quality Road   
is 8-1 on the morning line after win-
ning the Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2).

“I’m happy with her post. We’re 
looking for a similar trip (as the Gulf-
stream Park Oaks),” Cox said, “It’s a 
very well-matched, standout field.”

Meaning , owned by Bridlewood Farm and Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners and trained by Michael 
McCarthy, is the second choice at odds of 5-1. The 
daughter of Gun Runner   drew post position 5, while 
the Bob Baffert-trained duo of Explora  (6-1) and Bottle 
of Rouge  (15-1) drew post positions 1 and 8, respectively.

BY LIZZY MADDEN - TDN

KENTUCKY OAKS FAVORITE 
ZANY DRAWS POST 2

POST TIME: 8:40 P.M. ET

u  CLICK FOR FULL TDN STORY

ZANY

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/291428/kentucky-oaks-favorite-zany-draws-post-2___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6NDIzMjo5NjEyYzMzYzE0ZDZlNjkyNmE2YmZkZjEwZTNmNjA2OTkwNzlhMTA4N2VjMmRmMGRmNTFlNzJjNGEyZWY0NjhlOnA6VDpO


BELLADONNA
R A C I N G

LET’S MAKE SOME History!

L L C

PAGE 3

u  CLICK FOR INTERVIEW

CARPE DIEM!
We want to take this opportunity to wish our Belladonna Racing trainer 

Cherie DeVaux and all the dedicated men and women on the DeVaux Team 
the best of luck in what surely will be the first of many Kentucky Derbies for the team.

In just nine short seasons, Cherie and her team have developed a North American Eclipse Champion, 
a Breeders’ Cup winner, 10 Graded Stakes winners, a Kentucky Oaks competitor, and four million-dollar earners. 

The talent, passion, attention to detail, and commitment that Cherie and her team provide for every equine athlete, 
including the Belladonna athletes under their care, is second to none.

Best of Luck TEAM! We will be watching.
The Belladonna Racing Family

u  CLICK FOR INTERVIEW

Best of Luck!

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.wlky.com/article/cherie-devaux-first-female-trainer-kentucky-derby/71142762___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6OGYzYjo5Zjg3ODhjMzg4NzMyZGNhMmExYWExNzg2NzM1OWE1ZTYwNjU1NjQzZDE3ZjM5MmEzNzhiOTExNGI5ODgzYWVjOnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://x.com/twinspires/status/2048488702935019644?s=43&t=Ung3XTW7EIhzkfUvEHLCeQ___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6YmE2Mzo5NDVjNDkzM2VjZjkzZjU1MjEzNTkwZGQ2ZmVlNGQ0YTllNGEwNTliNDA3YzY3YzE2NjgyZTYxYWU5YWViZTEzOnA6VDpO


BELLADONNA
R A C I N G

LET’S GO Vermelho!

L L C

PAGE 4

VERMELHO
LAST-TO-FIRST WINNER

AT KEENELAND

VERMELHO made his belated second lifetime start and 
turf debut a winning one, proving an emphatic win-
ner at Keeneland on April 22. He finished the nine fur-
longs in 1:52.25, including the last eighth-mile in an 
impressive :11.90.

VERMELHO and Jose Ortiz broke well and then settled 
off a very quick opening quarter. Traveling near the 
back of the field and on the rail down the backside, 
VERMELHO moved up along the inside and was in the 
back of a bunched-up group of horses entering the 
bend. Coming out of the turn, VERMELHO was put to 
the outside and with a couple taps of Jose’s crop, he 
closed with a nice turn of foot to win going away.  

Cherie commented, “That was a great ride by Jose and 
a great effort by VERMELHO after all the patience we 
have shown with him. His debut, though long ago, 
wasn’t bad, and he’s always shown ability. We just had 
to start and stop with him.  Jose did a great job al-
lowing him to relax and come with his run, especial-

ly off the layoff and at a challenging distance for his 
second start in over a year.  I was impressed with that 
and hopefully we can move him forward from here. 
Congratulations to everyone, and thank you from 
VERMELHO for your patience with him….although 
he’s probably mad at us we gelded him! I hope we are 
continuing to be rewarded for our patience with VER-
MELHO through this summer.”

Ortiz was visiting the winner’s circle for the fourth 
time this day. He added, “VERMELHO has speed and 
I could have had him closer, but I told Cherie that I 
did not want to use him early off such a long layoff 
and a long distance. If you were watching the race, 
you might have thought we were in trouble, but I did 
not think at any point I did not have them. They went 
quick early but then slowed it down a bit. VERMELHO 
gave me a good kick, and distance is not an issue.  Let’s 
hope he is a fun horse for us this summer.”

RACE RECORD: 2-1-0-0 $63,507

RACE REPLAY

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/race-replays/0/202604221643KED8/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6ZTg1ZTplNTUyMmQ4N2RlMWExZTk5ZDMxMzAxZGM0YjdjYTllZThkMGJkZGVjM2RlMTgzMWIyNjE1MmIyMWJhODFmMTQ5OnA6VDpO
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John and Elizabeth Fawcett are members of the 
2025 Belladonna / Andiamo Racing group. They 
currently divide their time between their ranch in 
Clark, Colorado, and a horse farm in Pennsylvania. 
They share an unbridled passion for the equine ath-
lete and have been a tremendous addition to the 
Belladonna Family.

John was a practicing veterinarian for 20 years be-
fore selling his practice in 1996 to fully devote his 
time to painting. He is a very well respected Amer-
ican artist; his work has received many prestigious 
awards and honors throughout the art world.

We had the opportunity to meet John and Eliza-
beth when John was commissioned to paint a por-
trait of the 2025 Champion Turf Female SHE FEELS 
PRETTY, who was trained by Cherie DeVaux. We are 
thrilled to share a picture of the SHE FEELS PRETTY 
portrait with you.

Pretty as a Picture!

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SEE A FULL 
BIOGRAPHY FOR JOHN FAWCETT

SHE FEELS PRETTY

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.johnfawcettstudio.com/about___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6ZjNlYjowZTY0OWYwNDBjODU2ZDJmMzRiNjgwMGE4MDU1MmRlNmRhYTg4MDM1YzlmNzg2ZGFhNjEwZjQ1ZmVmMDVhOWVkOnA6VDpO
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Q: Has a female trainer ever won 
the Kentucky Derby?

Trivia
ANSWER PAGE 10

u  CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY u  CLICK FOR FULL TDN STORY

u  CLICK FOR FULL TDN STORY

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/291262/obs-history-shattered-flightline-colt-sells-for-10-5m___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6OTEyMDo3MzYzMTJhYjVjMTU4NTAwZGU3MWMxZGZjOTBhZjdhN2JhY2RmNDhlZWQ3NTM2YzEzMzgwZDhiMjkwY2E5NmYzOnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/hisa-town-hall-budgets-breeze-ups-and-the-big-elephant/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6Zjk1Mzo1MWZkZWM0NDIwZWU0NTJhZGY3MTk2NmJhYzAxMTE0ZThjODNiNGE5MjQ3NjdiZjJhNGVmMjUwNWQ2YWRmZWMwOnA6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/churchill-downs-enters-agreement-to-acquire-preakness-intellectual-property-rights/___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6YjNkMDo3MWVkZTg2ZDc0Y2VlZGNjZDU5NzgzOTRmZWQzOGY3N2VkNzVkMjI0Y2NmNzQwNjFkZjkzMDQ1YjFiMDRkOWY0OnA6VDpO
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MAY 18-19
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May Two-Year-Olds 

in Training Sale in Timonium, MD. 

JUNE 16-18
Ocala Breeders’ Sale Co. June 2YOs & 

Horses of Racing Age Sale in Ocala, FL. 

u  CLICK FOR FULL BH STORY

Churchill Downs
Apr. 25 - Jun. 28

Evangeline Downs
Apr. 3 - Sep. 7

Fairmount Park
Apr. 14 - Oct. 27

Finger Lakes
Apr. 27 - Nov. 25

Fonner Park
Feb. 14 - May. 2

Gulfstream Park
Apr. 2 - Aug. 30

Hawthorne Race Course
Mar. 29 - Nov. 1

Hollywood Casino
at Charles Town Races

Jan. 2 - Dec. 19

Hollywood Casino at 
Penn National Race Course

Feb. 19 - Nov. 25

Horseshoe Indianapolis 
Racing & Casino
Apr. 7 - Nov. 13

Lone Star Park
Apr. 16 - Jul. 12

Mountaineer Casino Resort
Apr. 12 - Dec. 9

Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort
Dec. 12, 2025 - May. 2, 2026

    

Parx Racing
Jan. 5 - Dec. 30

Santa Anita Park
Dec. 26, 2025 - Jun. 14, 2026

SunRay Park
Apr. 17 - May. 24

Tampa Bay Downs
    Nov. 19, 2025 - May. 2, 2026

ThistleDown Racino
Apr. 20 - Oct. 8

Turf Paradise
Nov. 10, 2025 - May. 2, 2026

Woodbine
    Apr. 18 - Dec. 13

— 2026 RACE DATES —

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bloodhorse.com/horse-racing/articles/291376/curlin-shelved-for-remainder-of-breeding-season___.YXAzOmluZ29yZG9ibG9vZHN0b2NrOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmU4MmE0N2ZiYmYwMDA2MjA0NzUwZjBkN2I3NThlNWYxOjc6NWE4Yzo4NTRiN2VkZWEzMWZjZjVjZDhhNDg5ZjIyMjljMzAxMmNiMTRjNTA5MmJiOWJhOWFmNmQ1MDkwYWIzNTM2Yjk5OnA6VDpO
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Island Flower Vermelho

Zivo
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Love and Poetry

McCoy

Double Entendre

White Smoke

2YOs on their first day at Keeneland
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A: No. The closest finish was in 1992 when CASUAL LIES ran second for trainer Shelley Riley.

Love and Poetry

‘24 Shan’s Tiger ‘24 Holiday Blues Sailing Home

States’ Rights
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Strate Cash

Vermelho

2YOs coming home

Iconoclast

Tiffany Cross




